
encumbered by the bad figs would be a virtually impossible task which was, in 
Jewish metaphor, akin to moving mountains. Telling the mountain to “Go, 
throw yourself into the sea” had the same meaning as telling the hindrance to 
“Go, get out of my way and get lost!” which would reflect the degree of an-
guish over the unwelcome influence of the Scribes and Pharisees.  
 
In OT times, there were good figs and bad figs, and the LORD, God of Israel, 
made His stance known. In NT times, there were also good figs and bad figs; 
and our Lord Jesus imparted precisely the same message about what would 
happen to the bad figs.  
 
In the world today, do we still have bad figs in the appearances of bogus 
“teachers of the Law” and “modern Pharisees” who fit to a T the characters 
that were condemned as we read of in the Bible?  Certainly, among God-
believing peoples, there are cults and sects with leaders of hypocrisy and pre-
tentiousness exercising a malevolent hold on those under their charge by orat-
ing on the fine points of their body’s laws and ignoring the major points of 
truth. These leaders will be-
come responsible for the 
judgment that will be upon 
the whole cults/sects. 
 
Even if the bad figs are in the 
minority, the good figs cannot 
help feeling unease at the 
sight of the bad shadows’ 
threatening clout. Matthew 
23:21 gives us hope. If we 
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